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	 In Sydney, Central Park on Broadway is aiming for zero net carbon across 
the precinct, with a dedicated tri-generation power plant, 100% capture of 
rainwater and waste-water recycling. While these green initiatives occur 
invisibly below ground, the visible face of Central Park will be very green indeed: 
Ateliers Jean Nouvel are working with French botanist and artist Patrick Blanc 
to clad the residential towers with a living, breathing ecology of their own. A 
vertical landscape will clad 50% of the facades, acting as a natural sun control 
device and visually extending the planted area of the adjacent urban park. 
	 On a smaller scale in Mandurah, Western Australia, local school children 
have worked with Frasers on a vertical garden project of their own. As part of the 
school’s environmental studies programme, the children nurtured locally-
sourced seedlings then planted them in vertical panels mounted to the exterior 
walls of the Frasers Landing Display Pavilion. These ‘living walls’ provide thermal 
insulation, reduce noise, improve air quality… and look naturally wonderful. 
	 Frasers Landing has been conceived as a riverine community in tune with 
nature. Only a small portion of the bushland site will be developed for housing, 
with 12 hectares dedicated in perpetuity as a core conservation area, home  
to rare, nesting Ospreys. Sustainable homes are clustered in hamlets linked by 
pathways and surrounded by retained trees and natural bush. This planning 
approach is called ‘new urbanism’, promoting socially sustainable communities 
which tread lightly on the planet. It’s a new way of thinking which perfectly 
reflects Frasers’ approach: think global, act local. 

	

 Increasingly, we measure the value our homes by more than the 
number of bedrooms and bathrooms… a new priority has arisen, which looks 
carefully at the ecological cost and benefits of our properties. Frasers’ 
developments, large and small, are responding to this call for sustainable,  
human-friendly design. 
	 In London, Frasers is investing over £1million into the ecology of the 
Thames, which will extend the Riverside Quarter River Walk to the mouth of 
 the River Wandle, and on through to the centre of Wandsworth Town on the 
‘Wandle Trail’, providing an important link in the green walkways of London.
	 Here the ebb and flow of the tidal race of the Thames meets the managed 
flow of the Wandle’s docks and sluice gates. Frasers has removed old river walls 
and built intertidal terraces, planting these with rushes to provide food and 
shelter to river and bird life. Removing an old and ill-conceived dam will allow 
the Wandle to flow more naturally and break down silt and mud banks, 
improving the habitat for trout - already spawning in appreciation of Frasers’ 
efforts - and bird life including herons, cormorants, ducks and moorhens.
	 Riverside Quarter’s future community of over 600 homes will have heating 
and cooling provided through an energy centre using both low-carbon and 
renewable energy sources – including innovative 100m deep bore holes for 
heating and cooling. The strategy here is ‘be lean, be clean, and be green’  
with the goal of low-energy usage and 30% reduction in CO2. 

Design GREEN

Patrick Blanc’s ‘le mur végétal’  
at Caixa Forum Madrid

Endangered ospreys have a  
safe haven at Frasers Landing

Intertidal terraces under construction  
at the mouth of the River Wandle, London

Green themes 
infuse our 

design decisions  
and colour  

our culture.
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On the other side of the globe in Scotland’s Edinburgh, it was ‘in with the new, 
inside the old’ when student artists created works for permanent display within 
a historic building now home to Fraser Suites Edinburgh. Frasers approached 
students from the Edinburgh College of Art to create over 200 artworks to 
enhance the guest rooms and public spaces of the new hotel. 
	 “We wanted the artworks to have a genuine relevance to the city and to 
represent to our guests the enormous talent of artists who study and work in 
Edinburgh”, explained Frasers Property UK CEO, Dr Stanley Quek. The 
student’s tutor, John Brown, said “This is a tremendous opportunity for our 
students to have their work permanently on show to an ever-changing 
audience in a prestigious city centre venue. It was a brave and innovative 
decision by Frasers.”
	 This collaboration has been such a success that Frasers and the College 
are now considering releasing a book to commemorate the story. The 
architects, Holmes Partnership, also consider the development to be a 
feather in their cap and are now working with Frasers to present Fraser Suites 
Edinburgh for a Restoration Award.
	 Back in Sydney, Frasers hopes that some of the works being generated in 
FraserStudios will inspire permanent public artworks in the future Central Park. 
Art on a grand scale is already part of the character and vision for Central 
Park, with brilliant French artist and botanist Patrick Blanc designing vast 
vertical canvases of ‘living art’. Although Blanc’s unusual medium is 
thousands of live plants rather than paint, for Frasers it’s just another 
surprising and inspiring partnership of art and architecture. 

Now on 
exhibition: 

surprising and 
inspiring 

partnerships of 
art and 

architecture

Art &  
Architecture

 Art and architecture are two parts of the same story, so it’s not 
surprising that Frasers Property is in the habit of blending them together. 
Across the globe, wherever Frasers is active, a celebration of the arts –  
visual, performance, botanical – is adding creativity and personality to the 
properties it develops.
	 In Sydney’s Chippendale, three empty warehouses on the edge of Frasers’ 
Central Park development site have been temporarily transformed into a 
vibrant multi-disciplinary art space offering visual art studios and a dedicated 
performance and rehearsal space. FraserStudios is managed, curated and 
programmed for Frasers by local not-for-profit arts organisation Queen Street 
Studio, who have introduced workshops, local cultural development projects 
and a constant influx of talented artists to the space.
	 FraserStudios makes creative use of properties which would otherwise 
remain vacant during the early stages of construction on the Central Park site, 
and is a very practical response to the difficulties faced by artists wanting to 
practice in the inner city. 
	 Visual artists apply for free three-month residencies at FraserStudios, with 
over 40 sculptors, painters, video and digital artists and graffiti artists having 
taken up space so far. Performing artists use FraserStudios to rehearse, develop 
a production or advance their craft, often concluding with an informal performance. 
	 Queen Street Studio manager and artist Peter Volich says “There have  
been a multitude of outcomes for the artists who have worked here: exhibitions 
both locally and interstate, open days, studio visits by curators and more… 
there’s an electric exchange of ideas when the visual and performing artists  
get together, and we regularly open the doors to the public so the locals can 
drop in and see it all happen.”

Lumiére Residences, styled by Smart Design Studio

Bespoke artwork on display at  
Fraser Suites Edinburgh
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 At Trio in Sydney’s vibrant Inner West,  
an eclectic group of architects, designers and interior 
stylists has transformed seven brand-new apartments 
into ready-to-live creative homes.  
	 We challenged Vince Frost, global graphic 
designer extraordinaire, to apply his unique style to an 
apartment at Trio and the result  is as eclectic, left-field 
and witty as the man himself. Frost’s black, white and 
bold interior reflects his passion for typography and an 
irreverent take on urban life. The Trio Living Collection is 
a gallery of display apartments in the just-completed 
Trio North. Bold and beautiful and evolving daily… 
how very Trio! Visit Trio online at www.triosydney.com. 

New British Hospitality
 An historic listed property in 

the heart of Edinburgh is now home 
to a luxurious boutique hotel, Fraser 
Suites Edinburgh. In a typically global 
partnership, Frasers’ UK development 
company joined forces with Frasers 
Hospitality to restore and reinvent 
this landmark property, originally  
built in the 1800s. Located just off 
the Royal Mile on St Giles Street, this 
is the heart of Edinburgh Old Town, 
overlooked by the Castle and only  
a short walk to the top shopping 
district of Princes Street and the many 
corporate entities headquartered  
in the Scottish capital city.  
www.frasershospitality.comNews

Live Creatively

 Frasers has a special interest in the conversion and 
redevelopment of historic buildings. At Vincent Square Westminster, 
London, Frasers created 49 private residential apartments in the old 
Rochester Row Magistrates Court and Police Station. For Alexandra, in 
Sydney’s inner suburbs, ten 21st century homes were created behind a 
grand Edwardian façade, winning an Australian National Trust award 
for heritage restoration. The Sam Collins Music Hall on Islington Green, 
London, has been theatrically re-imagined by Frasers to include an 
Elizabethan-style performance space, commercial suites and serviced 
apartments. These developments require close relationships with not 
only the planning authority, but the various heritage organisations 
whose brief is to ensure the continuity of appearance even as the use of 
the building is modernized. Attention to detail is paramount, partnered 
with a passion for our architectural and social heritage. 

Re-imagining heritage

and the winner 
is Frasers, 
again & again

 Property Council  
of Australia 2009,  
Winner of the Mixed Use 
Development Award for 
‘Regent Place’, Sydney

 National Trust 
Heritage Awards 2009, 
Highly Commended 
Adaptive Re-use, for the 
sensitive conversion of 
‘Alexandra’, Sydney, into 
luxurious homes 

 Cityscape Asia 
2009, Highly Commended 
Waterfont Development 
for ‘The Azure’ at Sentosa 
Cove, Singapore

 Green Mark 2009, 
Gold standard achieved 
by Soleil @ Sinaran, 
Singapore, a measure of 
its environmental impact 
and performance.
The Azure and Soleil @ 
Sinaran are developments 
of Frasers’ parent company, 
Frasers Centrepoint

Alexandra, Sydney

Above and below:  
Fraser Suites Edinburgh

Regent Place, Sydney
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